PUGET SOUND

National Estuary Program

Floodplain Condition Assessment

and Vital Sign Refinement

A project led by the Puget Sound Partnership and
Washington Department of Ecology improves our
ability to communicate progress on floodplain
restoration in the Puget Sound Basin.

Regional and Watershed Experts
Combine for an Improved
Assessment of Floodplains

Through a process which engaged technical experts in
floodplain management, salmon recovery, and spatial
analysis, the Puget Sound Basin has a regionally and
locally vetted product that:

e Supports the 2015 Floodplains Implementation
Strategy by providing regional and local recovery
planners with a spatial database of floodplain

extent and condition.

¢ Outlines methods for restoration project tracking to
more accurately quantify and communicate
progress towards the Floodplains Vital Sign Target
established by the Puget Sound Action Agenda.

¢ Provides recommendations for ways to improve
the Floodplains Vital Sign Target in the future.

A Value to Local Recovery Planning!

The project engaged experts in 3 pilot watersheds
(Green/Duwamish, Stillaguamish, and Dungeness) to
refine the mapping with local data for floodplains in
those areas. This provided an opportunity to identify a
subset of the historic floodplain which is currently
more frequently flooded and hence a higher priority
for restoration investments. This subset was provided
in a spatial database and will be useful for local salmon
recovery planning and performance tracking.
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Looking Forward

Future work following on this project will include:

¢ Continuing to refine the remaining 14 major
floodplain maps with local partners.

e Engaging regional grant programs in use of the
project tracking methods.

¢ Informing future Vital Sign updates and Target
setting.

LINKS

Report, Spatial Data and other materials

https://pspwa.box.com/v/MonitoringFlodplainProject
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